The Jacksonville Symphony

The DOGE report highlighted that The Jacksonville Symphony received $538,000 in
CSG dollars. All CSG dollars were used to fund musician salaries.

As information on the Jacksonville Symphony:

The Symphony is one of the largest drivers of business in Jacksonville’s arts sector,
with 110,000 residents attending the Symphony’s downtown concerts annually.

The Jacksonville Symphony is one of the city’s largest cultural organizations,
employing 60 full-time musicians, 40 full-time staff and 120 part-time personnel
reaching over 180,000 people annually, which includes 70,000 students. The
Symphony also works with 110 vendors annually.

The Symphony’s annual economic impact in Duval County is over $17 million.
Virtually all of the Symphony’s $14 million operating budget for Fiscal Year 2026 will
remain in Northeast Florida, contributing to the economic vitality of the area, including
services paid to over 100 small business vendors.

The Symphony earmarks nearly $1 million annually for education and community
engagement and is the largest provider of music education in Duval County. More
than 70,000 students, over 50% from Title | schools, participate in the Symphony’s
education programs each year.



The Cathedral Arts Project Program

The DOGE report highlighted that the Cathedral Arts Project program received
$480,356 in CSG dollars. No CSG dollars were used to fund the “Justice Involved
Youth” program.

The “Justice Involved Youth” program cost is $11,100 annually, and The Moran Family
Foundation currently funds this program in its entirety and has since the pandemic.

While not funded with taxpayer dollars, through the “Justice Involved Youth” program
CAP delivers weekly, structured visual arts instruction inside the Duval County juvenile
detention system. Instruction is provided by trained teaching artists and focuses on:
e Communication and cooperation
e Literacy skills
o Self-regulation through consistent engagement in a highly structured
environment

Outcomes and Accountability Metrics from CAP’s most recent annual report:

27 justice-involved youth served, exceeding projections

95% demonstrated increased engagement, cooperation, and participation
Measurable improvements in focus, task completion, and peer interaction

These outcomes are direct predictors of reduced disciplinary incidents and future
justice involvement.
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117 WEST DUVAL STREET, SUITE 425
4™ FLOOR, CITY HALL
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202

RONALD B. SALEM
COUNCIL MEMBER AT-LARGE, GROUP 2
OFFICE: 255-5216
FAX: 255-5230
EMAIL: RSALEM@COJ.NET

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE M E D IA ADV'SO RY

Contact:

Nikki Evans

Jacksonville City Council
904.255.5116 office

nevans@coi.net

DOGE COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS FLORIDA DOGE REPORT

JACKSONVILLE, FL., {February 2, 2026) - The Special Committee on Duval DOGE, chaired by City Council Member Ron
Salem, will discuss the Florida Department of Government Efficiency report on local Government Spending that
was recently released. The meeting is scheduled to be held in Council Chamber.

When: Tuesday, February 03, 2025
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Where: City Council Chambers
117 West Duval Street, First Floor

Who: Ron B. Salem, Chair

What: The Committee will discuss the Florida DOGE report and to address the questions/matters as initially
stated in the March 17, 2025, Special Committee Charge Memorandum as extended by Council President Carrico.

About: The Special Committee on Duval DOGE was extended to analyze the growth in city departments and

programs, evaluate services for potential savings and consider implementing budget adjustments while being
mindful of service impacts.

The Committee announced a breakthrough in government accountability efforts: nearly $25 million in savings
throughout their initial review of city government.

The Committee has an email address where the community at large can send in their ideas, thoughts or
information directly to the members of the committee. The email is duvaldoge@coi.net. For more information or
to access the committee’s resources, visit the official webpage at: https://www.jacksonville.gov/city-
council/standing-committees/special-committee-on-duval-doge

For more information, please contact Nikki Evans at 904-255-5116 or nevans@coj.net.
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